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A MESSAGE TO PARENTS & TEACHERS: 
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In this series of inexpensive books for children, Rand McNally 
is presenting carefully selected, good literature for the very 
young child. Books in this series are factual, fanciful, humorous, 
questioning and adventurous. It is hoped that the series will 
provide for the masses of children whose parents might be 
unaware of the availability of good literature at such nominal 
cost. We firmly believe that the love and appreciation of 
literature must begin when the child is very young. : 
The excitement of learning how things happen is part of every 
child’s “growing up.” The changes that a tadpole goes through 
when becoming a frog really mystify young children. These 
illustrations have been checked for scientific accuracy 
in the hopes that they will stimulate much careful “looking at” 3 
and study. The text has been carefully written to include as : 
much information as possible and yet be a pleasure to read. { 
j 
; 


evry Oe! 


ae a oy ae ae ae 


Special attention has been given to providing the necessary 
illustrations to make the important concepts clear. Don’t be 
surprised if Poy and girls ask lots of questions about this 
“bit of magic.” 
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i EARLY SPRING mother and father frog 
swim near the bank of a quiet pond. Here 
among the water weeds the mother frog lays 
clumps of tiny, dark eggs. 


The eggs float in the shallow water. Each 
one is covered by a ball of jelly: Tiny tad- 
poles begin to grow and wiggle inside of the 
jelly-like eggs. The tadpoles have tiny | 
suckers under their heads and will stick 
to other egg jelly or water plants until big 
enough to swim. 
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In a few days the tadpoles start to 
change. Eyes and mouths are forming. Tails 
begin to grow. Tiny gills appear on EMG 
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Now the tadpoles are ready to hatch. 
Using their tails to swim, they wiggle 
through the water. The balls of jelly, which 
had protected them, are left behind. 
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The tadpoles, or polliwogs as they are 
also called, do not look like their mother at 
all. They look like small fish. 

And just like fish they get air by draw- 
ing water into the mouth, over the gills, and 
out through a little hole. Unlike the mother 
or father frog they cannot leave the pond. 
They can only live in water. 
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The tadpoles are growing up. And they 
are always hungry. They eat water plants 
and anything else they can find in the pond. 


As spring turns to summer the smooth, 
dark tadpoles grow fat. They are several 
times larger than when they first hatched 
from the tiny eggs. 
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It is not long before a strange thing 
happens. The back legs begin to grow on 
either side of the tadpoles’ tail: Soon they are 
long enough to help the tadpoles swim. 


After a while two front legs appear. Now 
the tadpoles look strange indeed. They do 
not look like tadpoles. And they don’t even 
look like frogs. Perhaps they should be called 
“tad-frogs!”’ 
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During the warm summer days other 
changes take place which cannot be seen so 
easily. The tadpoles’ gills are replaced by 
lungs. They can no longer remain under 
water, but have to come up to the surface 
and gulp air. 


The tadpoles develop teeth and their tiny 
sucker mouths grow wider. The small eyes 
become bigger and almost bulge. 
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At the same time the tails begin to get 
shorter and shorter. The tadpoles cannot eat 
because of changes taking place inside their 
bodies. So they live on food stored in their 
own tails. 


ing themselves on a flat rock. 


sunn 


a 


They spend more and more time out of 


the pond 


And then, one day, the tails disappear 
completely. The tadpoles are gone. They 
have become frogs. At last they look just like 


their mother and father. They are amphibian 
That means they live either in or out of the 
water. They can jump as well as they can 
swim. 
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Now the little frogs have to find their 
food. They eat insects which they catch 
with their long sticky tongues. 


Father frogs croak and sing to their 
mates by blowing out the sac that is located , 
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in their throat. 
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The wet slippery skin and the strong 
hind legs make the frog a fast swimmer 
and a good jumper. Just 
try 


Life Cycle— enlarged 


Watching tiny eggs become tadpoles, and 
wiggly tadpoles become frogs may seem like 
a bit of magic... but it isn’t magic at all. 
It’s just their way of growing up. 
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START-RIGHT ELF BOOKS: d 
Hop-Away Joey The Lion and the Mouse Time for Everything %, 
Let’s Grow Things - The Emperor’s New Clothes _—‘ Turtles Turn up on Tuesday 

*- The Farmer in the Dell Dorothy Aldis’ Looking In Who Wants a Pop Can Park? 

aera A Trip in Space and Other Poems Building a Skyscraper 
| Read Me Some Poems Puppies to Love From Tadpoles to Frogs 

Bronto the Dinosaur Freddie’s Private Cloud The Busy Ants 

"I, Snow-White and Rose-Red The Honeybee Alphabet Walks 

™,., Our World of Color and Sound ~—_ Look for a Rainbow Homes in the City 

- The Cap That Mother Made Billy’s Treasure People Who Work at Night 

START-RIGHT ELF BOOKS—Junior Size 
Animals Talk to Me The Treasure Trunk Mr. Flopears 


\¢ Sf Davy Deer’s New Red Scarf My Cowboy Book The Big Red Apple 
. ~» The Elves and the Shoemaker The Raggedy Goat Fire Fighters 
The Three Billy Goats Gruff The Disposal Truck Hoppity Skip 


A Walk With Grandpa The Mulberry Bush The Three Bears 
All Around the City The Sparrows’ Nest —_— Dinosaurs 
How Chicks are Born The Three Little Pigs A Walk in the Zoo 
What’s in the Bakery Truck? Farm Animals The Doctor in the Zoo 
Let’s Read About Rocks Henny Penny Wild Babies 
Baby’s Own Mother Goose Jack Sprat The Baby Animal Zoo 
Jack and the Beanstalk Look! A Parade Animal Mysteries 
Let’s Find Koala Bears Mother Goose Feeding Time at the Zoo 
Count the Puppies The Giant’s Shoe A Picnic in the Park 
Beth’s Happy Day A Moth is Born The Magician’s Counting Book 
The Little Red Boot Tommy's Tooth Town Mouse and the Country Mouse 
Time for a Rhyme The Pet Parade Seashells for Katie and Andy 
Backyard Circus My Indian Book Bobby’s Magic Blanket 

My Oak Tree 


And Other Titles in Preparation 
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